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This brochure provides information
that many residents living near Lake
Massapoag need to ensure that the
lake stays healthy and can be enjoyed
by future generations.

It outlines what's needed to keep the
lake free from harmful bacteria, viruses,
cyanobacteria, algae, invasive plants,
and chemicals which could close it to
swimming, boating, and fishing.

Plus, it could save you the high cost of
septic system repair or replacement! 

Take care of your septic system so it
doesn’t get clogged, spill sewage into
your yard and the lake, and cost tens of
thousands of dollars to repair or replace.

Restrict the use of pesticides and weed
killers which harm wildlife and bees. 

Minimize the use of fertilizer which can
fuel cyanobacteria blooms. If you must
fertilize, use only phosphate-free as
required by MA law (unless it’s a brand
new lawn).

Be sure your landscaper is registered with
the Town of Sharon.

Use phosphate-free products to clean
your cars, boats, docks and home.

Minimize de-icing products on driveways
and walkways.

Pick up dog waste and put it in the trash,
and bag leaf litter.

Maintain a natural shoreline: trees, shrubs
and plants are better than a lawn or sand.

KEY POINTS

PROTECTING
LAKE

MASSAPOAG  



PROTECT YOUR
SEPTIC SYSTEM  
Your septic system has two parts, a 
tank that separates solids and fats and 
a leach field that removes other contaminants
and releases your cleaned wastewater to the
ground. 

Unlike a sewer, it can only treat human waste
and water from bathing, dishes and laundry.  

This is why you need to limit what you put in
your toilets and down your drains, and pump
regularly.

Scan code with your
phone for more
septic information.

PUMP IT OUT!
Pump your septic tank regularly so it
doesn’t get clogged and overflow into
your leach field.
Pumping frequency depends on the
size of your tank and the amount of
solid waste sent to it.  Ask your
pumping company how often to pump.
Some septic tanks require annual
pumping due to the terms of Zoning
Board of Appeals or Board of Health
variances.
Scan code below to view your septic
system plans and Title 5 report.
A $250-$400 pump-out cost is a lot
smarter than $30,000 for a new leach
field, and less than the typical
$1,500/year fee for connection to
sewers.
Call for service if you have a wet, soggy
or lush lawn, sewage odors, gurgling
pipes, slowed drainage, or sewage
backup into your house. KITCHEN

Garbage disposals are prohibited in
the Town of Sharon because our
systems cannot handle them.
Use low-phosphorous                                
dish detergent.

LAUNDRY
Fabric softener is not good for septic
systems.
Minimize chlorine bleach use.
Use minimal detergent.
Spread out laundry loads to avoid
massive amounts of water going
through the system at once. 

GET MORE 
INFORMATION!

Learn more about 
Septic Systems & the Town of

Sharon Loan Betterment Program
at lakemassapoag.net/septic

FLUSH ONLY
“SEPTIC SAFE”
TOILET PAPER
   
NEVER FLUSH OR PUT
DOWN ANY DRAIN:

Flushable wipes
Tampons or sanitary napkins
Baby wipes
Cat litter
Paper towels
Cigarette butts
Coffee grounds
Medications
Chemicals
Varnish/Paint
Food waste 
Cooking fats 
Oil/grease 


